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Amendments To The Claims: 

Please amend the claims as shown. Applicants reserve the right to pursue any cancelled 
claims at a later date. 

l.-ll. (canceled) 

12. (new) A method for a user-based processing of an electronic message having a 
file attachment, the method comprising: 

receiving the electronic message; 

modifying the electronic message by replacing the file attachment by a memory location 
link to a user-selected memory location in a user file system; and 

saving the file attachment at the user-selected memory location in the user file system. 

13. (new) The method according to claim 12, further comprising creating a message 
link to the modified electronic message at the user-selected memory location. 

14. (new) The method according to claim 13, wherein the file name of the file 
attachment is changed when the file attachment is saved. 

15. (new) The method according to claim 14, wherein when the message link is 
created the changed file name is used. 

16. (new) The method according to claim 13, wherein the electronic message is an e- 
mail of an SMTP e-mail client. 

17. (new) The method according to claim 12, wherein the file attachment is saved 
according to a defined rule and/or in a set file structure. 

1 8. (new) A device for the user-based processing of electronic message, the device 
comprising: 
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an e-mail client that receives an electronic message having a file attachment; 
an attachment substitution unit that replaces a file attachment of a received electronic 
message by a memory location link; 

a user file system that stores the file attachment; 

an attachment insertion unit that inserts the replaced file attachment at a selected memory 
location in the user file system; and 

a control unit that controls the e-mail client, the attachment substitution unit and the 
attachment insertion unit. 

19. (new) The system according to claim 1 8, further comprising a link insertion unit 
that inserts a message link at the selected memory location, wherein the link refers to an 
electronic message with a replaced file attachment. 

20. (new) The system according to claim 19, wherein the inserted message includes a 
file name of the inserted file attachment 

21. (new) The system according to claim 18, wherein the attachment insertion unit 
files the replace file attachment using a modified file name. 

22. (new) The system according to claim 21, wherein the attachment insertion unit 
files the replace file attachment according to a user-define rule and/or a user-define file structure. 
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